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25 – THE FINAL FOUR & THE FALL OF JUDAH  

(2 Kings 23:31-25:30; 2 Chronicles 36:1-23) 
  

I. Jehoahaz (2 Kings 23:31-34; 2 Chronicles 36:1-4) 

 

-  Jehoahaz was 23 years old when he became king over Judah and ruled 3 months. 

 

-  He did evil in the sight of the Lord according to all that his fathers had done. 

 

-  Pharaoh Necho imprisoned Jehoahaz and imposed a tribute of silver and gold on Judah. 

 

-  Necho made Eliakim, son of Josiah, king and changed his name to Jehoiakim. 

 

-  Necho took Jehoahaz to Egypt and he died there.  

 

II. Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:35-24:7; 2 Chronicles 36:5-8) 

 

A. Jehoiakim Becomes King (2 Kings 23:35-37; 2 Chronicles 36:5) 

 

-  The writer records that Jehoiakim paid Necho the tribute after taxing the people. 

 

-  Jehoiakim was 25 years old when be became king over Judah and ruled 11 years. 

 

-  He did evil in the sight of the Lord according to all that his fathers had done. 

 

B.  Deportation (2 Kings 24:1-4; 2 Chronicles 36:6-7) 

 

-  Nebuchadnezzar came up against Jerusalem and made Jehoiakim his vassal. 

 

-  However, Jehoiakim rebelled against Babylon. 

 

-  The Lord sent raiding parties against Judah to destroy it. 

 

-  This was in accordance with the word spoken through his prophets. 

 

-  The writer states that this came at the commandment of the Lord concerning Manasseh’s sins. 

 

-  Nebuchadnezzar came against Jehoiakim and carry him away as prisoner to Babylon. 

 

Historical Note: The Deportations to Babylon 

The Babylonian captivity refers to the time period in Israel’s history when Jews were taken 

captive by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It is an important period of biblical history because 

both the exile and the return of the Jewish nation were fulfillments of Old Testament prophecies. 

God used Babylon as his agent of judgment against Israel for their sins of idolatry and rebellion 

against Him. The first deportation from Judah occurred in 605 B.C. when Babylon defeated the 

Egyptians and King Jehoiakim because a vassal to Babylon. Daniel, Hananiah (Shadrach), 

Mishael (Meshach) and Azariah (Abednego) were among the captives taken to Babylon in the first 
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deportation. The second deportation from Judah occurred in 597 B.C., as a result of the conquest 

of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. The purpose of this action was to punish King Josiah's son 

Jehoiakim, once Babylon's vassal, for allying with Egypt and rebelling against Babylonian 

dominance (2 Kings 24:1). King Jehoiakim died during the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem and his 

son Jehoiakim became king. During the second deportation, Nebuchadnezzar ordered King 

Jehoiachin and the elite citizens of Judah deported, together with the most valuable treasures of the 

Temple and the palace (2 Kings 24 1-16). Among the captives was the prophet Ezekiel, though not 

Jeremiah, who remained in Jerusalem, where he counseled cooperation with Babylon. The third 

and final deportation took place in 587 or 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar appointed King Zedekiah to 

rule as his representative over Judah, but after nine years Zedekiah led Judah in rebellion against 

Babylon one final time (2 Kings 24–25). This resulted in Nebuchadnezzar again laying siege to 

Jerusalem. Jerusalem fell in July 587 or 586 BC, and Zedekiah was taken captive to Babylon after 

seeing his sons killed before him and then having his eyes plucked out (2 Kings 25). At this time 

Jerusalem was laid to waste, the temple destroyed and all the houses burned. The majority of the 

Jewish people were taken captive, but, again, Nebuchadnezzar left a remnant of poor people to 

serve as farmers and vinedressers (2 Kings 25:12). 

 

-  Nebuchadnezzar also carried away some of the articles from the Temple. 

 

-  He puts those articles from the Temple into the temple of his god. 

 

C. The Death of Jehoiakim (2 Kings 24:5-7; 2 Chronicles 36:8) 

 

-  The writer and Chronicler list where the details of Jehoiakim’s reign are recorded. 

 

-  Jehoiakim died and his son Jehoiachin reigned in his place. 

 

-  Pharaoh did not come again because he was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar and lost all to him. 

 

III. Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:8-17; 2 Chronicles 36:9-10) 

 

A. Jehoiachin Becomes King (2 Kings 24:8-9; 2 Chronicles 36:9) 

 

-  Jehoiachin was 18 years old when he became king over Judah and ruled 3 months and 10 days. 

 

-  He did evil in the sight of the Lord according to all that his fathers had done. 

 

B. Deportation (2 Kings 24:10-17; 2 Chronicles 36:10) 

 

-  In the 8th year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar came up and besieged Jerusalem. 

 

-  Jehoiachin, his mother and family went out to meet Nebuchadnezzar and became prisoners. 

 

-  This time Nebuchadnezzar carried all of the treasures from the Temple to Babylon. 

 

-  Leaving only the poor, Nebuchadnezzar carried away captives the craftsmen and the warriors. 

 

-  Nebuchadnezzar then made Mattaniah king of Judah and changed his name to Zedekiah. 
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-  Mattaniah was Jehoiachin’s uncle and the remaining son of Josiah. 

 

IV. Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:18-20; 2 Chronicles 36:11-16) 

 

A. Zedekiah Becomes King (2 Kings 24:18-20; 2 Chronicles 36:11-13) 

 

-  Zedekiah was 21 years old when he became king over Judah and ruled 11 years. 

 

-  He did evil in the sight of the Lord according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 

 

-  The Chronicler notes that he would not humble himself before the prophet Jeremiah 

 

-  The writer notes the Lord finally casted them out of his presence because of his anger. 

 

-  Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who made him swear an oath by God. 

 

B. The Rebellion of the People (2 Chronicles 36:14-16) 

 

-  The leaders and the priests transgressed against the Lord according to the sins of the nations. 

 

-  They defiled the Temple and mocked the prophets until God’s wrath was aroused. 

 

-  The Chronicler notes that there was no remedy to appease God’s wrath for their sin. 

 

V. The Fall of Jerusalem and Judah (2 Kings 25:1-30; 2 Chronicles 36:17-21) 

 

A. The Siege of Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:1-4) 

 

-  In the 9th year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, he and entire Babylonian army lay siege to the city. 

 

-  Jerusalem was besieged until the 11th year of Zedekiah’s reign. 

 

-  By the fourth month of the siege, the famine in the city was so severe that there was no food. 

 

B. The Judgment of Zedekiah (2 Kings 25:5-7) 

 

-  The wall of the city was breached, and the soldiers of Judah fled the city with the king. 

 

-  But the Babylonians had surrounded the city and captured the Zedekiah and his men. 

 

-  They brought Zedekiah to Nebuchadnezzar for judgment. 

 

-  They executed Zedekiah’s sons in front of him and then put out his eyes. 

 

-  They bound Zedekiah and took him captive to Babylon. 

 

C. The Destruction of Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:8-10) 
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-  Nebuchadnezzar burned the Temple, the king’s palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. 

 

-  The Babylonians tore down all the walls surrounding the city of Jerusalem. 

 

D. The Final Deportation (2 Kings 25:11-21; 2 Chronicles 36:17-21) 

 

-  The Chronicler states that the Lord brought the Babylonians to kill the people without mercy. 

 

-  The Babylonians carried away the remaining inhabitants of Jerusalem to Babylon. 

 

-  They left some of the poor in the land as vinedressers and farmers. 

 

-  They stripped all of the bronze items for the Temple and city. 

 

-  They executed the High Priest, and Zedekiah’s officials. 

 

-  Judah was carried away captive to Babylon. 

 

-  The Chronicler notes that they would serve Babylon until the rule of the kings of Persia. 

 

-  This was to fulfill the word of Jeremiah until the land enjoyed her Sabbaths for 70 years. 

 

E. The Murder of the Babylonian Governor (2 Kings 25:22-26) 

 

-  Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gedaliah as governor over the people remaining in Judah. 

 

-  Gedaliah told the remaining captains of the army not to fear Babylon and dwell safely. 

 

-  However, a small group of men killed the governor and all who were with him at Mizpah. 

 

-  This cause the people, small and great, to flee to Egypt because they feared the Babylonians.  

 

F. Jehoiachin’s Elevation (2 Kings 25:27-30) 

 

-  In the 37th year of Jehoiachin’s captivity, Evil-Merodach released him from prison. 

 

-  The Babylonian king spoke kindly to Jehoiachin and gave him a prominent seat at his table. 

 

-   Jehoiachin was given a daily ration and ate bread regularly before the Babylonian king. 

 

VI. The Decree of Cyrus (2 Chronicles 36:22-23) 

 

-  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, the Lord stirred his spirit in order to fulfill his word. 

 

-  Cyrus made a proclamation throughout his empire with a command from God of heaven. 

 

-  Cyrus states that he was to build God a house in Jerusalem and the Jews must return to build it. 

 


