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7 – HISTORICAL BOOKS & THE BOOK OF JUDGES 
  

I. The Nature of the Historical Books 

 

-  The historical books are known as "narratives." 

 

-  Biblical narratives tell us about what happened - but not just any things. 

 

-  They are not just stories about people who lived in Old Testament times. 

 

-  They are stories about what God did to and through his people. 

 

-  They are not allegories or stories filled with hidden meanings. 

 

-  They do not always teach directly. 

 

-  Each narrative within a narrative does not necessarily have a moral all its own. 

 

II. Reading Old Testament Historical Books 

 

-  A narrative does not directly teach a doctrine 

 

-  They usually illustrate a doctrine or doctrines taught propositionally elsewhere. 

 

-  They record what happened - not necessarily what should have or ought to have happened. 

 

-  What people do is not necessarily a good example to the reader. 

 

-  Most of the characters are far from perfect and their actions are too.  

 

-  We are not always told the end of a narrative, whether what happened was good or bad. 

 

-  All narratives are selective and incomplete. 

 

-  They are not written to answer all of our theological questions. 

 

-  They teach either explicitly (clearly stating) or implicitly (clearly implying). 

 

-  Implicit does not mean secret. 

 

-  God is the hero of all Old Testament narratives. 

 

III. The Book of Judges 

 

A. The Title 

 

-  The title comes from a Hebrew term which meant "to settle a dispute." 
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-  It was translated in the Septuagint as "krital" or Judges. 

 

-  Our English title came from the Vulgate's "judicum." 

 

-  They were dynamic local leaders raised up by God to deliver His people from a foreign 

oppressor. 

 

Biblical Note:  Judge 

The office of Judge was instituted by Moses in order to deal with judicial matters of Israel. Judges 

were to be men who feared God. They were to be trustworthy men who hated dishonest gain. 

Judges were selected to over thousands, hundreds and fifties, (see Exodus 18:19-26; Deuteronomy 

1:16). When Israel took the land, judges were to sit at the gates of the cities to handle judicial 

matters (see Deuteronomy 16:18). The Hebrew word for “Judge” has a wider connotation than the 

English word “judge.” It was a general term for leadership combining the executive (including 

military) and judicial aspects of governing. Thus the judges of Israel were primarily military and 

civil leaders, with strictly judicial functions included as appropriate 

 

B. Authorship & Date 

 

-  The Bible itself is silent concerning the identity of the author. 

 

-  Ancient Hebrew writings state that Samuel wrote Judges. 

 

-  Because the book covers a period of many years, there cannot be one eye-witness author. 

 

-  The book covers the period of time from immediately after the Conquest to the birth of Samuel.  

 

-  The beginning date depends on the date of the Exodus. 

 

-  If one adds up all of the dates given for the Judges, the events occur over 390 to 410 years. 

 

C. General Observations 

 

-  This book clearly shows the continuing results of the Fall on God’s people. 

 

-  Each successive generation violated the Covenant and went after Canaanite fertility gods. 

 

-  God used pagan peoples to judge His people which reflects the cursing of Deuteronomy 27-29. 

 

-  This book shows the need for a righteous King to lead the united tribes. 

 

D. Outline of the Book 

 

-  The Book of Judges can be divided into three mains sections. 
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1. Continued Efforts to Claim the Land (Judges 1:1-2:5) 

 

a. Successes and Failures (Judges 1:1-36) 

 

b. The Condemnation for Disobedience (Judges 2:1-5) 

 

2. The Period of Judges (Judges 2:6-16:31) 

 

a. A New Generation (Judges 2:6-3:6) 

 

b. Othniel (Judges 3:7-11) 

 

c. Ehud (Judges 3:12-30) 

 

d. Shamgar (Judges 3:31) 

 

e. Deborah & Barak (Judges 4:1-5:31) 

 

f. Gideon (Judges 6:1-8:32) 

 

g. Abimelech (Judges 8:33-9:57) 

 

h. Tola & Jair (Judges 10:1-5) 

 

i. Jephthab (Judges 10:6-12:7) 

 

j. Ibzan, Elon & Abdon (Judges 12:8-15) 

 

k. Samson (Judges 13:1-16:31) 

 

3. The Nature of the Times (Judges 17:1-21:25) 

 

a. Micah’s Priest (Judges 17:1-18:31) 

 

b. The Levite’s Concubine (Judges 19:1-21:25) 
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