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4 – THE SOUTHERN & NORTHERN CAMPAIGNS (JOSHUA 9:1-12:24) 

  

I. The Southern Campaign (9:1-10:43) 

 

A. The Alliance with the Gibeonites (9:1-27) 

 

1. The Deception of the Gibeonites (9:1-15) 

 

Historical Note:  Gibeonites 

Gibeonites were Hivites who formerly lived in Edom. Because of deceit, they gained the favor 

of Joshua. When the deceit was revealed, they became slave laborers for menial tasks like 

chopping wood and drawing water for the Temple of the Lord. Saul sought to exterminate the 

Gibeonites, thus leading to a famine in David’s reign. The famine was relieved when David 

turned over seven descendants of Saul to the Gibeonites for vengeance (2 Samuel 21:1-9). The 

Gibeonites helped repair the wall of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 3:7) 

See:  Joshua 9:3,17; 10:1-41; 11:19; 18:25; 21:17; 2 Samuel 21:1-9; 1 Chronicles 12:4; 

Nehemiah 3:7. 

 

-  The various people groups formed an alliance to fight against Israel. 

 

-  After hearing about Jericho and Ai, the Gibeonites devised a plan to deceive Israel. 

 

-  They presented themselves as ambassadors from a far land to form an alliance with Israel. 

 

-  The elders of Israel did not consult the Lord concerning these representatives. 

 

-  So, Israel formed an alliance, thinking the Gibeonites were from outside of Canaan. 

 

2. The Deception Exposed (9:16-19) 

 

-  The deception was exposed and Israel did not attack the Gibeonite cities. 

 

-  The people complained abut the decision of the leaders, but they honored their word. 

 

3. The Decision Concerning the Gibeonites (9:20-27) 

 

-  When confronted about the deception, Joshua made them slaves for the Temple service. 

 

B. The Defense of the Gibeonites (10:1-43) 

 

1. The Southern Canaanite Kings (10:1-5) 

 

-  An alliance of Canaanite kings sought to punish the Gibeonites for seeking peace. 

 

2. Israel Aids the Gibeonites (10:6-43) 

 

-  The Gibeonites requested help from Joshua and he came to help them. 
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-  The Lord encouraged Joshua and told them the victory was theirs. 

 

-  Because the battle was great, Joshua requested that the Sun stand still for a whole day. 

 

-  Joshua executed the five Canaanite kings and proceeded to conquer the southern portion. 

 

II. The Northern Campaign (11:1-15) 

 

A. The Northern Canaanite Kings (11:1-5) 

 

-  The various people groups of the north formed an alliance to fight against Israel. 

 

-  They gathered a great army with chariots to confront Israel. 

 

B. Their Defeat (11:6-15) 

 

-  The Lord told Joshua not to be afraid and that the enemy will be defeated. 

 

-  They were then to destroy the chariots and hamstring the horses. 

 

-  The defeat of the Canaanite Kings was complete and Israel did as the Lord commanded. 

 

III. Israel’s Triumphs in Canaan (11:16-12:24) 

 

A. The Conquered Areas (11:16-23) 

 

-  Joshua took all the land and destroyed their kings and cities, except the Gibeonites. 

 

-  The Lord had hardened their hearts so that they would be destroyed. 

 

B. The Conquered Kings (12:1-24) 

 

-  The writer then lists the kings that were defeated under the leadership of Moses. 

 

-  The writer them lists the kings that were defeated by Joshua. 

 


