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3 – THE CENTRAL CAMPAIGN (JOSHUA 6:1-8:35) 
  

I. The Destruction of Jericho (6:1-27) 

 

A. The Lord’s Instructions (6:1-7) 

 

-  The Lord encouraged Joshua and instructed him concerning how to take Jericho. 

 

B. The March Around the City (6:8-14) 

 

-  Joshua commanded the Israelites to march around the city silently as the priest blew their horns. 

 

C. Instructions for Taking the City (6:15-19) 

 

-  On the seventh day, the Israelites were to march around the city seven times. 

 

-  After the seven time, the horns were to be blown and the people were to shout. 

 

-  Joshua commanded that everything was to be destroyed and nothing could be taken. 

 

D. The City Destroyed (6:20-21) 

 

-  When the people shouted, the walls of city fell down flat and Israel took the city. 

 

-  Israel utterly destroyed the city as the Lord had commanded. 

 

E. Rahab Spared (6:22-25) 

 

-  Joshua spared Rahab and her family from being destroyed because she helped the spies. 

 

F. Joshua’s Pronouncement (6:26-27) 

 

-  Joshua pronounced a curse on anyone who would rebuild Jericho. 

 

II. The Defeat at Ai (7:1-26) 

 

A. The Writer’s Assessment (7:1) 

 

-  The writer points out that Aachen took of the accursed things in Jericho and doomed Israel. 

 

B. The Defeat at Ai (7:2-5) 

 

-  Israel attacked Ai with a small force, thinking they could easily take the city. 

 

-  Israel was defeated by Ai and 36 Israelites were killed. 

 

C.  The Sin Exposed by God (7:6-15) 
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-  Joshua prayed and questioned the Lord concerning the defeat. 

 

-  The Lord rebuked Joshua and stated that Israel had sinned by taking the accursed things. 

 

D. The Sinner Exposed and Judged (7:16-26) 

 

-  Joshua judged Israel and Aachen was exposed as the sinner. 

 

-  Aachen and his family were judged and stoned by Israel.  

 

III. The Victory at Ai (8:1-35) 

 

A. The Lord’s Encouragement (8:1-2) 

 

-  The Lord encouraged Joshua to not be afraid about attacking Ai. 

 

-  The Lord commanded Joshua to destroy Ai and allowed them to take the spoils. 

 

B. The Plan to Take Ai (8:3-8) 

 

-  Joshua devised a plan to take the city by drawing the men of Ai into an ambush. 

 

C. Ai Destroyed (8:9-29) 

 

-  The men of Ai were drawn into a trap and the city was destroyed.   

 

D. The Altar to the Lord (8:30-35) 

 

-  Joshua built an altar to the Lord on Mount Ebal and sacrificed to him. 

 

-  He then read all of the words of the Law before the assembly of Israel. 

 


