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16 – HISTORICAL BOOKS & THE BOOK OF RUTH 
  

I. The Nature of the Historical Books 

 

-  The historical books are known as "narratives." 

 

-  Biblical narratives tell us about what happened - but not just any things. 

 

-  They are not just stories about people who lived in Old Testament times. 

 

-  They are stories about what God did to and through his people. 

 

-  They are not allegories or stories filled with hidden meanings. 

 

-  They do not always teach directly. 

 

-  Each narrative within a narrative does not necessarily have a moral all its own. 

 

II. Reading Old Testament Historical Books 

 

-  A narrative does not directly teach a doctrine 

 

-  They usually illustrate a doctrine or doctrines taught propositionally elsewhere. 

 

-  They record what happened - not necessarily what should have or ought to have happened. 

 

-  What people do is not necessarily a good example to the reader. 

 

-  Most of the characters are far from perfect and their actions are too.  

 

-  We are not always told the end of a narrative, whether what happened was good or bad. 

 

-  All narratives are selective and incomplete. 

 

-  They are not written to answer all of our theological questions. 

 

-  They teach either explicitly (clearly stating) or implicitly (clearly implying). 

 

-  Implicit does not mean secret. 

 

-  God is the hero of all Old Testament narratives. 

 

III. The Book of Ruth 

 

A. The Title 

 

-  The book is named after one of its main characters, Ruth the Moabitess. 



God, His People & the Messiah: A Survey of Old Testament 

 

-  She is the ancestress of David and Jesus. 

 

-  This is one of two books in the Bible named for a woman. 

 

B. Authorship & Date 

 

-  No one knows for sure who wrote the Book of Ruth.  

 

-  Jewish tradition has attributed the book to Samuel, although this seems unlikely. 

 

-  The events of the story occur during the period of the Judges, (1350 or 1200 BC. to 1020 BC).  

 

-  The date of the writing is obviously during David's reign.  

 

C. General Observations 

 

-  The book’s message may have been an affirmation of King David’s rights to the throne of Israel.  

 

-  The display of God’s providence in bringing this to pass can challenge us to believe that God is 

at work. 

 

-  The Lord is faithful in His business of loving, superintending, and providentially caring for His 

people.  

 

-  God’s people should also be about His business in the ordinary activities of daily living. 

 

D. Outline of the Book 

 

-  The Book of Ruth can be divided into five mains sections. 

 

1.  The Tragedy of Naomi  (Ruth 1:1-22) 

 

2.  Ruth in the Fields of Boaz  (Ruth 2:1-23) 

 

3.  Redemption Sought  (Ruth 3:1-18) 

 

4.  Redemption Experienced  (Ruth 4:1-16) 

 

5.  The Lineage of David  (Ruth 4:17-22) 


