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15 – THE LEVITE’S CONCUBINE (JUDGES 19:1-21:25) 
  

I. The Levite and His Concubine (19:1-30) 

 

A. Relationship Problems (19:1-9) 

 

-  A Levite from Ephraim took a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. 

 

-  The concubine was unfaithful to the Levite and fled to her father’s house in Bethlehem. 

 

-  The Levite went with servant to bring her back from her father’s house. 

 

-  The concubine’s father detained the Levite for several days with hospitality. 

 

B. Hospitality (19:10-21) 

 

- Traveling back to Ephraim, the Levite refused to stay the night in Jebus (Jerusalem). 

 

-  They travel to Gibeah in Benjamin and waited in the square for someone to lodge them. 

 

-  An old man, who was also from Ephraim, invited the Levite to stay in his home. 

 

-  The old man took responsibility and cared for their needs and their animals as well. 

 

C. The Wicked Men (19:22-26) 

 

-  That evening, wicked and perverted men surrounded the home. 

 

-  They demanded that the Levite be brought out, so they can know him sexually. 

 

-  The old man protested and called them to not act so wickedly. 

 

-  The old man offered his virgin daughter, but the men refused. 

 

-  The Levite gave his concubine to the men and they sexually assaulted her throughout the night. 

 

-  When the morning came, the concubine was freed and she fell down at the door of the house. 

 

D. The Call for Vengeance (19:27-30) 

 

-  In the morning, the Levite prepared to leave and he told his concubine to get up. 

 

-  He loaded her on his donkey and returned to his home in Ephraim. 

 

-  He then took the body of his concubine and cut her into 12 pieces. 

 

-  He sent the pieces throughout the territory of Israel, and the people were appalled. 
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II. The War Against Benjamin (20:1-48) 

 

A. The Assembly at Mizpah (20:1-13) 

 

-  The tribes of Israel gathered at Mizpah where the Levite reported the assault of the wicked men. 

 

-  The tribes demanded that these men be handed over, but Benjamin refused. 

 

-  The eleven tribes attacked and destroyed Gibeah in retribution for the sin. 

 

B. The Gathering of Warriors (20:14-18) 

 

- The tribes them challenged Benjamin concerning how they allowed this sin to take place. 

 

-  Benjamin gathered an army, and the tribes gather a much larger number for war. 

 

C. Benjamin’s Victory (20:19-28) 

 

-  The army of the Benjamin defeated the other tribes on the first two days. 

 

-  With each defeat, the tribes inquired of the Lord and were told to attack. 

 

D. Benjamin’s Defeat (20:29-46) 

 

-  On the third day, the tribes attacked and Benjamin lost most of its army. 

 

-  The tribes then destroyed all of the cities and the people of Benjamin. 

 

E. The Remnant of Benjamin (20:47-48) 

 

-  All that remained of Benjamin were 600 warriors. 

 

III. The Preservation of Benjamin (21:1-25) 

 

A. The Regret (21:1-7) 

 

-  The tribes had sworn an oath saying that they would not give their daughters to Benjamin. 

 

-  They had also sworn an oath that any who did not join the fight against Benjamin would die. 

 

-  They wept before the Lord, because one tribe Benjamin was missing from the twelve tribes. 

 

B. Judgment on Jabesh Gilead (21:8-12) 

 

-  It was discovered that no one from Jabesh Gilead was present for the assembly at Mizpah. 

 

-  The tribes sent 12,000 warriors to destroy everyone in Jabesh Gilead. 
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-  They took 400 virgin maidens from Jabesh Gilead and brought them to Shiloh. 

 

C. Reconciliation with Benjamin (21:13-18) 

 

-  The tribes made a peace offer to the 600 remaining from Benjamin. 

 

-  The 600 men accepted and the tribes gave them the 400 virgin maidens from Jabesh Gilead. 

 

D. The maidens from Shiloh (21:19-24) 

 

-  The tribes sought a loop hole concerning their oath about Benjamin. 

 

-  They had the remaining 200 men steal their wives from maidens celebrating the harvest. 

 

-  This allowed the tribes to save the tribe of Benjamin while maintaining their oath. 

 

E. The Nature of the Times (21:25) 

 

-  Again, the writer describes the nature of the times in two ways. 

 

-  First, he stresses that there was no central authority in the land since there was no king. 

 

-  Second, he stresses that everyone did what was right in their own eyes.   

 


