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14 – MICAH’S PRIEST (JUDGES 17:1-18:31) 
  

I. Micah’s Idolatry (17:1-13) 

 

A. The Establishment of a Shrine (17:1-5) 

 

-  The writer introduces the reader to a man from Ephraim called Micah. 

 

-  Micah returned 1,100 shekels of silver to his mother, because she had cursed the thief. 

 

-  His mother then dedicated the money to the Lord so that a carved image would be made. 

 

-  She gave money to a silversmith to create an image and Micah had a shrine and ephod made. 

 

-  Micah consecrated his one of his sons to become his priest. 

 

B. The Nature of the Times (17:6) 

 

-  The writer describes the nature of the times in two ways. 

 

-  First, he stresses that there was no central authority in the land since there was no king. 

 

-  Second, he stresses that everyone did what was right in their own eyes.   

 

C. The Levite (17:7-13) 

 

-  A Levite from Bethlehem was staying at Micah’s house as he was journeying about. 

 

-  When Micah found out that he was a Levite, he invited him to stay. 

 

-  If the Levite stayed, he would be given a suit of clothes and 10 shekels of silver each year. 

 

-  Micah consecrated the Levite as priest and proclaimed that the Lord was good to him. 

 

II. The Tribe of Dan Moves North (18:1-31) 

 

A. The Struggle of Dan (18:1-10) 

 

-  At this time, Dan has still not received their inheritance in the land. 

 

-  They sent out 5 man of valor from among themselves to spy out the land. 

 

-  These men came to Micah’s house and lodged there. 

 

-  They recognized the Levite and inquire as to why he was there. 

 

-  He told them that he was Micah’s priest and he inquired of the Lord for them. 
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-  They came to Laish and found a vulnerable people with no ties to anyone. 

 

-  The spies returned to Dan, gave their report and called the tribe to take the land. 

 

B. The Campaign against Laish (18:11-29) 

 

-  The tribe of Dan sent 600 armed men to take Laish. 

 

-  They came to Micah’s house and took the image and ephod. 

 

-  They told the Levite to come with them and be their priest; which he gladly did. 

 

-  Micah and those who lived near him called the Danites to return the idol. 

 

-  After being threatened with death, Micah turned and went back to his house. 

 

-  The men of Dan took Laish since there was no one to come to their aid. 

 

-  They rebuilt the city and called it Dan. 

 

C. Dan’s Idolatry (18:30-31) 

 

-  The tribe set up the idol for themselves and the Levite and his sons were their priests. 

 

-  The Levite is identified as Jonathan, grandson of Moses. 

 

-  They set up this idol, even as the Tabernacle was in Shiloh. 

 

 


