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13 – SAMSON (JUDGES 13:1-16:31) 
  

I. The Cycle Continues (13:1) 

 

-  Once again, Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. 

 

-  In his anger, the Lord gave Israel over to oppression by the Philistines for 40 years. 

 

II. Samson (13:2-16:31) 

 

A. Samson’s Birth and Empowerment (13:2-25) 

 

-  The Angel of the Lord appeared to a barren woman and tells her she will bear a son. 

 

Biblical Note:  The Angel of the Lord 

The Angel of the Lord is referred to many times in the Old Testament. In almost every case, this 

messenger is regarded as deity, while being distinguished from God. It seems when the definite 

article “the” is used, it is specifying a unique being, separate from the other angels. The angel of 

the Lord speaks as God, identifies Himself with God, and exercises the responsibilities of God. 

The Angel of the Lord is shown as adopting visible form for the sake of speaking with people. He 

executes divine wrath and judgment. The Angel of the Lord is Old Testament preparation for the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

See:  Genesis 16:9-11; 22:11,15; Exodus 3:2; Numbers 22:22-27,31-35; Judges 2:1; 5:23; 6:11-

12,21-22; 13:3,13-21; 2 Samuel 24:16; 1 Kings 19:7; 2 Kings 1:3,15; 19:35; 2 Chronicles 21:12-

18,30; Psalm 34:7; 35:5-6; Isaiah 37:36; Zechariah 1:11-12; 3:1,5-6; 12:8. 

 

-  The Angel of the Lord tells her that child is be a Nazarite from birth and a deliverer of Israel. 

 

Cultural Note:  Nazarite Vow 

The reasons for taking a Nazarite vow were numerous. Reasons can include: by a parent before the 

birth of a child, by someone in some sort of distress or trouble, by a woman who is suspected by 

her husband of unfaithfulness in the marriage until the suspicion could be removed. The period of 

time for the vow was anywhere from thirty days to a lifetime. Those who took the vow would (1) 

abstain from wine and all products of the vine such as grapes, (2) be prohibited from using a razor 

and (3) avoid contact with a dead body. 

 

 -  She told her husband, Manoah, about the words of the man and he prayed to see the man. 

 

-  The Angel of Lord reiterated his words to Manoah, who then made an offering to the Lord. 

 

-  The Angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the offering and they knew they had seen God. 

 

-  The woman bore a son, who they called Samson, and the Spirit of God came upon him. 

 

B. The Philistine Woman (14:1-20) 

 

-  Samson saw a woman among the Philistines and told his family to get her as his wife. 
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-  His parents objected, but Samson prevail since God was using it to start the deliverance. 

 

-  Empowered by the Spirit, Samson killed a young lion with his hands. 

 

-  Later, Samson returned to the carcass that was filled with bees and ate the honey from it. 

 

-  When the young men gathered to feast, Samson posed a riddle concerning the lion and honey. 

 

-  The Philistine men asked the woman for the answer since they could not explain it. 

 

-  After the woman told them the answer, Samson ridiculed the woman for her betrayal. 

 

-  He then went to Ashkelon and killed 30 Philistines to pay the wager. 

 

-  He went back to his parents before the days of marriage were complete.  

 

-  In the end, Samson’s betrothed wife was given to another. 

 

C. Samson’s Conflict with the Philistines (15:1-20) 

 

-  Later Samson returned to visit his wife, but he found out that she had been given to another. 

 

-  Using 300 captured foxes, Samson destroyed the Philistines’ grain, vineyards and olive groves. 

 

-  The men of Judah captured Samson, because they feared the Philistines. 

 

-  They brought Samson to the Philistines, where he freed himself and slaughtered 1,000 men. 

 

-  After the battle, Samson prayed for water and the Lord opened a spring to refresh him. 

 

-  Samson judged Israel for 20 years. 

 

D. Delilah & Samson’s Downfall (16:1-22) 

 

-  Samson went to Gaza to visit a harlot and he was surrounded the Philistines. 

 

-  He left the harlot early and took the city gates as he carried them to Hebron. 

 

-  Later, Samson loved a woman called Delilah. 

 

-  The Philistine lords promised to pay her if she found out the secret to Samson’s strength. 

 

-  After relentless pressure, Samson revealed the secret of his hair and he was captured. 

 

-  The Philistines put out his eyes and put him in prison at Gaza.  

 

E. Samson’s Revenge (16:23-31) 
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-  The Philistine lords gathered to make a sacrifice to their god, Dagon. 

 

-  The Philistines praised Dagon for delivering Samson into their hands. 

 

-  They brought Samson to their temple feast for entertainment and placed him by the pillars. 

 

-  Samson prayed to the Lord for strength to take vengeance on the Philistines. 

 

-  He pushed the middle pillars, which collapsed the temple and killed 3,000 Philistines. 

 

-  His family claimed his body and buried him in the tomb of his father.  

 

 


