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11 –ABIMELECH & THE MINOR JUDGES (JUDGES 8:33-10:5) 
  

I. The Digression of Israel (8:33-35) 

 

-  Soon after the death of Gideon, Israel returned to idolatry. 

 

-  Israel did not remember the Lord who delivered them and they did not appreciate Gideon’s family. 

 

II. The Difficulty with Abimelech (9:1-57) 

 

A. Abimelech’s Treachery (9:1-6) 

 

-  Abimelech rallied the men of Shechem to choose him as leader rather than Gideon’s sons. 

 

-  Abimelech hired mercenaries with money given to him by the men of Shechem. 

 

-  Abimelech executed his brothers, Gideon’s sons, on one stone. 

 

-  Jotham, Gideon’s youngest son, was spared because he hid himself. 

 

-  The men of Shechem made Abimelech king. 

 

B. Jotham’s Prophecy (9:7-21) 

 

-  Jotham shared a parable to show that they have chosen the worthless to rule over them. 

 

-  He points out that they dishonored Gideon and his family who delivered them. 

 

-  Jotham prophesied that that Shechem and Abimelech would be devoured. 

 

C. Shechem’s Rebellion (9:22-29) 

 

-  The Lord sent a spirit of ill will between Abimelech and Shechem. 

 

-  The Lord did this in order to avenge the blood of Gideon’s family, who had been killed. 

 

-  Gaal stirred the men o Shechem to follow him in rebellion against Abimelech. 

 

D. Abimelech’s Revenge (9:30-49) 

 

-  Zebul, the ruler of Shechem, warned Abimelech about the treachery. 

 

-  He invited Abimelech to come to the city at night to deal with Gaal and his rebellion. 

 

-  Abimelech took the city, killed all within it and salted the ground. 

 

-  The men of Shechem sought refuge in a tower, which Abimelech burned down. 
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-  This resulted in the death of the men Shechem, as 1,000 men and women were killed. 

 

E. The Death of Abimelech (9:50-55) 

 

-  Abimelech laid siege to Thebez and people sought refuge in a tower. 

 

-  Seeking to burn this tower, Abimelech was killed by a stone that a woman dropped on his head. 

 

-  So that no one would say that he was killed by old woman, he told his armor-bearer to kill him. 

 

F. The Fulfillment of Jotham’s Prophecy (9:56-59) 

 

-  God repaid the wickedness done to Gideon’s family. 

 

-  This was done in accordance with the prophecy or curse uttered by Jotham. 

 

III. The Minor Judges (10:1-5) 

 

A. Tola as Judge (10:1-3) 

 

-  After Abimelech, Tola was raised up to judge Israel for 23 years. 

 

B. Jair as Judge (10:4-5) 

 

-  After Tola, Jair was raised up to judge Israel for 22 years. 

 

-  Jair had 30 sons, who rode on 30 donkeys, and 30 towns arose in Gilead during his judgeship. 

 


