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10 – GIDEON (JUDGES 6:1-8:32) 
  

I. The Cycle Continues (6:1-10) 

 

A. The Decline and Oppression of Israel (6:1-7) 

 

-  Israel sinned against the Lord and he allowed the Midianites to oppress them for seven years. 

 

-  The Midianites oppressed Israel by destroying their crops and their animals. 

 

B. The Unknown Prophet (6:7-10) 

 

-  When Israel cried out to the Lord, he sent them a message through a prophet. 

 

-  The prophet reminds Israel of their covenant obligations to God and their disobedience. 

 

II. Gideon as Judge (6:11-8:32) 

 

A. The Call of Gideon (6:11-24) 

 

-  Gideon was secretly threshing grain at night when the Angel of the Lord appeared to him. 

 

-  The Angel of the Lord called Gideon a mighty man of valor. 

 

-  Gideon questioned why the Lord has forsaken them and the Lord told him to deliver Israel. 

 

-  Gideon protested that he was weak but the Lord stated that he would be with him. 

 

-  Gideon made an offering to the Lord and it was consumed with fire. 

 

- Then Gideon realizes it is the Angel of the Lord and reacts with fear. 

 

-  After he was told not to fear death, Gideon built an altar to the Lord in that place. 

 

B. The Altar of Baal (6:25-32) 

 

-  The Lord told Gideon to destroy his father’s altar of Baal and cut down the wooden image. 

 

-  He was then told to build an altar and make a burnt offering of the young bull. 

 

-  Because he was afraid, he destroyed the altar and image by night. 

 

-  In the morning, the men of the town wanted to kill Gideon for destroying the altar. 

 

-  Gideon’s father stopped the men by telling them that they can let Baal defend himself. 

 

C. The Battle for Deliverance (6:33-8:21) 
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-  The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and he sounded the horn to rally Israel. 

 

-  Gideon asked the Lord for a confirmation of his will through a sign with a fleece. 

 

-  Twice, God confirmed through the fleece what his will was to Gideon. 

 

-  After Israel has gathered, the Lord stated that there were too many men for the victory. 

 

-  After a series of tests, the army was reduced to 300 men. 

 

-  With the 300 men, he attacked the Midianites at night and caused a panic. 

 

-  The Midianites began to kill each other and fled as Israel pursued them.  

 

-  They captured the two princes of the Midianites and they were killed. 

 

-  The men of Ephraim criticized Gideon but he deflected their anger. 

 

-  As Gideon pursued the Midianites, Succoth and Penuel denied them help. 

 

-  Gideon swore that they would suffer retribution when the victory was complete. 

 

-  The victory against Midian was complete as Gideon routed their whole army. 

 

-  The elders of Succoth were punished, the men of Penuel killed and the tower was torn down. 

 

D. The Kingship & The Ephod (8:22-27) 

 

-  Gideon was offered the kingship over Israel, but he refused stating the Lord was king. 

 

-  He asked for the earrings from their plunder and made an ephod which caused Israel to sin. 

 

E. The Death of Gideon (8:28-32) 

 

-  Gideon had 70 sons from many wives. 

 

-  He also had a concubine who bore him a son called Abimelech. 

 

-  Gideon died at a good old age and they buried him in his father’s tomb. 

 

 


