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24 – BALAAM AND THE MOABITES (NUMBERS 22:2-25:18) 
 

I. Balak’s Invitation to Balaam (22:2-20) 

 

A. Moab is Terrified (22:2-4) 

 

-  When Moabites saw what Israel had done to the Amorites, they were _____________________. 

 

-  Balak, King of Moab, looked about for some kind of solution to _________________________. 

 

Historical Note:  Balak 

Balak was a king of Moab who hired Balaam to pronounce a curse upon the children of Israel. He 

was frightened by the news of Israel's victory over the Amorite kings, Sihon and Og. He thought 

that God's favor could be turned from Israel to his own nation. He heeded Balaam's advice to 

seduce the people of Israel with idolatry and sexual immorality.  

See:  Numbers 22:1-41; 23:1-30; 24:10-25; Joshua 24:9-10; Judges 11:25; Micah 6:5; Revelation 

2:14. 

 

B. Messengers Sent to Balaam (22:2-14) 

 

-  Balak sent messengers to Balaam so that he would ____________________________________. 

 

Historical Note:  Balaam 

Balaam was Gentile diviner. He was the son Beor from the city of Pethor on the Euphrates River. 

He was hired by Balak, king of Moab, to curse Israel. However, he pronounced three blessings on 

Israel as he was commanded to do by the Lord. Balaam was guilty of counseling King Balak to 

cause Israel to sin through idolatry and intermarriage with Balak's people. Balak will killed when 

Israel defeated the Midianites. 

See:  Numbers 22:5-41; 23:1-30; 24:25; 31:8,16; Deuteronomy 23:4-5; Joshua 13:22; 24:9-10; 

Nehemiah 13:2; Micah 6:5; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11; Revelation 2:14. 

 

-  Balak saw Israel as too mighty for Moab and that the pronouncements of Balaam came ______. 

 

-  The Moabite elders came with a diviner’s fee for Balaam and he had them _________________. 

 

-  The Lord came to Balaam and asked who ___________________________________________. 

 

-  After explaining Balak’s request, the Lord told Balaam not to go with them because _________. 

 

-  The Moabites leave after Balaam expresses that the ___________________________________. 

 

C. The Second Invitation (22:15-20) 

 

-  Balak sent messengers again with a ________________________________________________. 

 

-  Balaam responds that he cannot do beyond __________________________________________. 

 



God, His People & the Messiah: A Survey of Old Testament 
 

-  The Lord visited Balaam a second time and allowed him to go with ______________________. 

 

II. Balaam’s Journey to Balak (22:21-35) 

 

-  In the morning, Balaam saddled his donkey and went with ________________________________. 

 

-  The Lord was angry with Balaam because he went and ___________________________________. 

 

-  The Lord was not angry with Balaam for going, rather he was angered by ____________________. 

 

Scripture  2 Peter 2:15 

 

-  The donkey saw the Angel of Lord with a sword and ____________________________________. 

 

-  Balaam beat his donkey until the Lord opened the beast’s mouth and ________________________. 

 

-  As Balaam interacts with his donkey, the Lord allowed Balaam to see _______________________. 

 

-  Balaam reacts and confesses his sin as he ______________________________________________. 

 

-  The Lord tells Balaam to go with the men, but he is only allowed to _________________________. 

 

III. Balaam’s Oracles (22:36-24:25) 

 

A. The Preparation for the Oracles (22:36-23:6) 

 

-  Balak scolded Balaam for taking so long to come and asked if there was __________________. 

 

-  Balaam replied only that he was now there, but he could speak only ______________________. 

 

-  Balak and Balaam went to a mountaintop overlooking _________________________________. 

 

-  After sacrifices were made, Balaam went alone to ____________________________________. 

 

-  The Lord met with Balaam and gave him a message which he was _______________________. 

 

B. The First Oracle (23:7-12) 

 

-  Balaam asked how it was possible to curse Israel, the _________________________________. 

 

-  He sees these blessed ones who live apart and do not consider themselves _________________. 

 

-  They were like dust in number and to be identified with them in life or death was ___________. 

 

-  Balak reacted to the oracle but Balaam could only share what ___________________________. 

 

C. The Second Oracle (23:13-26) 
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-  Balak was told directly that the immutable God of Israel had promised to __________________. 

 

-  The Lord would not change his mind concerning _____________________________________. 

 

-  Rather than being overcome, Israel like a lion would arise and __________________________. 

 

-  Balak pleads with Balaam to stop, but he could only share what the Lord __________________. 

 

D. The Third Oracle (23:27-24:14) 

 

-  Balak sets the third and final stage for Balaam to curse Israel from _______________________. 

 

-  Having the Spirit of God come upon him, Balaam sees a vision concerning ________________. 

 

-  He described Israel as a beautiful and vast host spread out across the wasteland like _________. 

 

-  He responded with “May those who bless you be blessed and those who _________________!” 

 

-  Balak sees that Balaam could not curse Israel, so he __________________________________. 

 

-  Not surprised by this, Balaam stated he would leave, but he had _________________________. 

 

E. The Fourth Oracle (24:15-19) 

 

-  Balaam begins by recognizing that true understanding comes ___________________________. 

 

-  He states that a king will arise that will crush ________________________________________. 

 

-  He states that a ruler would come and ______________________________________________. 

 

F. The Final Oracle (24:20-25) 

 

-  Balaam expresses that Amalek, the Kenites and Assyrians will __________________________. 

 

-  He looks into the far future and sees ships coming from ________________________________. 

 

IV. Israel’s Idolatry (25:1-18) 

 

-  The Israelite men engaged in sexual immorality with _____________________________________. 

 

-  This in turn led them into the spiritual adultery as they began to ____________________________. 

 

-  The Lord commanded Moses that those who were guilty must _____________________________. 

 

-  An Israelite was bold enough to bring a _______________________________________________.  

 

-  Angered by this, Phinehas son of Eleazar, a priest impaled both ____________________________. 
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-  This action stopped a plague from God, but not before ____________________________________. 

 

-  The Lord rewarded Phinehas and his descendants with ___________________________________. 

 

Questions 

1. Balaam stated that he would only act in obedience to the Lord, but his motivations were wrong. What 

is the connection between obedience to the Lord and the motivation for the obedience? How can the 

two differ? 

2. Balaam is a Biblical example of a false prophet. How can he speak for God and be false as well? 

 

 

 


