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The Reality of Salvation: The Letter to the Romans

The reality of Salvation
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A Study in 
the Letter to the Romans

Outline of the Letter to the Romans
I. 
Introduction (1:1-17)

A. 
Paul’s greetings (1:1-7)

B. 
Establishing rapport (1:8-15)

C. 
Emphasizing theme (1:16-17)

II. 
God’s Righteousness Revealed in Condemnation (1:18-3:20)

A. 
Condemnation against pagan humanity (1:18-32)

1. 
Reasons for condemnation (1:18-23)

2. 
Results of condemnation (1:24-32)

B. 
Condemnation according to divine standards (2:1-16)

1. 
Truthfulness (2:1-4)

2. 
Impartiality (2:5-11)

3. 
Jesus Christ (2:12-16)

C. 
Condemnation against unfaithful Jews (2:17-3:8)

1. 
Condemnation because of their hypocrisy (2:17-24)

2. 
Condemnation because of their trust in rites (2:25-29)

3. 
Condemnation because of their unbelief (3:1-8)

D. 
Condemnation against all human beings (3:9-20)

1. 
All are under sin (3:9-18)

2. 
All are conscious of sin (3:19-20)

III. 
God’s Righteousness Revealed in Justification (3:21-5:21)

A. 
Provided righteousness explained (3:21-31)

B. 
Provided righteousness illustrated (chap. 4)

1. 
By faith not works (4:1-8)

2. 
By faith not rites (4:9-12)

3. 
By faith not the Law (4:13-17)

4. 
By faith in God’s promise (4:18-25)

C. 
Provided righteousness enjoyed (5:1-11)

D. 
Provided righteousness contrasted (5:12-21)

IV. 
God’s Righteousness Revealed in Sanctification (chaps. 6-8)

A. 
Ground of sanctification (6:1-4)

B. 
Attitudes for sanctification (6:5-23)

1. 
Reckon (6:5-11)

2. 
Yield (6:12-14)

3. 
Serve (6:15-23)

C. 
Conflict in sanctification (chap. 7)

1. 
The believer and the Law (7:1-6)

2. 
The Law and sin (7:7-13)

3. 
The believer and sin (7:14-25)

D. 
Power for sanctification (8:1-17)

E. 
Goal of sanctification (8:18-27)

F. 
Certainty of sanctification (8:28-39)

V. 
God’s Righteousness Revealed in Sovereign Choice (chaps. 9-11)

A. 
God’s sovereign choice enunciated (9:1-29)

1.
Israel’s privileges (9:1-5)

2. 
The choice illustrated (9:6-18)

3. 
The choice explained (9:19-29)

B. 
God’s sovereign choice applied (9:30-10:21)

1. 
Israel’s stumbling (9:30-10:4)

2. 
God’s gracious offer (10:5-15)

3. 
Israel’s rejection (10:16-21)

C. 
God’s sovereign choice fulfilled (chap. 11)

1. 
In election of grace (11:1-10)

2. 
In Gentiles (11:11-24)

3. 
In Israel’s salvation (11:25-32)

4. 
To God’s glory and praise (11:33-36)

VI. 
God’s Righteousness Revealed in Transformed Living (12:1-15:13)

A. 
The basic consecration (12:1-2)

B. 
In Christian ministry (12:3-8)

C. 
In social relationships (12:9-21)

D. 
In relation to authority (13:1-7)

E. 
In light of the future (13:8-14)

F. 
In dealing with other Christians (14:1-15:13)

1. 
Without judging (14:1-12)

2. 
Without hindering (14:13-23)

3. 
As imitators of Christ (15:1-13)

VII. 
Concluding Remarks (15:14-16:27)

A. 
Personal plans (15:14-33)

B. 
Personal greetings (16:1-16)

C. 
Final words (16:17-27)

1 - A Letter to Rome (Romans 1:1-7)
I.
The Author (1:1)
A.
The author’s identity
-  The writer of the letter is Paul.

B.
The nature of his identity
1.
Slave
-  He identifies himself as a slave of Jesus Christ.

2.
Apostle
-  He states that he was appointed an apostle. 

3.
Minister of the gospel
-  Paul states that he was set apart for the ministry of the gospel.

II.
The Nature of the Gospel (1:2-6)
A.
The prophetic promises (1:2)
-  Paul points to the fact that the Old Testament promised the gospel.

B.
The person of Jesus Christ (1:3-4)
1.
David’s son (1:3)
-  Jesus was the promised son of David who would come.

2.
The Son of God (1:4)
-  The Holy Spirit and the resurrection declared Him to be the Son of God.
C.
Paul's calling (1:5-6)
1.
Grace (1:5a)
-  Through Jesus, he received grace.

2.
Apostleship (1:5b)
-  Paul states that through Jesus he was placed in the apostleship.

3.
Obedience to the faith (1:5c-6)
-  He was called by Jesus to be obedient to the faith in the world for the gospel.
-  Paul points out that his readers were also called to this.
III.
The Recipients at Rome (1:7a)
A.
Beloved of God
-  Paul addresses them as those who are loved by God.

B.
Saints  

-  Paul addresses them with a common term reflecting that they are holy or separated to God.

IV.
The Greeting (1:7b)
-  Paul greets them with his standard greeting of peace and grace.

2 - Righteousness & Faith (Romans 1:8-17)
I. 
Establishing Rapport (1:8-15)
A.
Paul’s Thanksgiving (1:8)
-  Paul thanked God for their testimony, which was spoken of throughout the Roman world.

B.
Paul’s desire to visit them (1:9-15)
1.
Paul’s prayer for them (1:9-10)
-  Paul states that he always made mention of them in prayer.

-  Paul prayed that he could come to visit them.

2.
Paul’s desire for them (1:11-13)
-  Paul wanted to be able to minister among them.
-  He wanted to establish them in the faith.

-  He also wanted to be encouraged by them.

-  Paul wanted to have some spiritual fruit among them.

-  He was often hindered from coming to them.
3.
The nature of Paul’s ministry (1:14-15)
-  Paul felt obligated to share the gospel with everyone.
-  As much as he was able, Paul was ready to preach the gospel in Rome.
II. 
Emphasizing the Theme (1:16-17)
-  Verses 16 and 17 summarize the thrust of Paul's letter to the Romans.

A.
His attitude toward the gospel (1:16a)
-  Paul was not ashamed to share what others held in disdain.

B.
The power of the gospel (1:16b)
-  The gospel is the power of God to bring salvation to humanity.
-  Paul's method was to share the gospel first with the Jews and then the Gentiles.
C.
The nature of the gospel (1:17)
-  The gospel reveals the righteousness of God.
-  This righteousness is revealed on the basis of faith and in response to faith.
-  This righteousness is provided to those who respond to the gospel in faith.
-  Paul points out the truth that the "just shall live by faith."
3 - Gentile Humanity Condemned (Romans 1:18-32)
I.
The Statement of Judgment (1:18a)
-  Romans 1:18-3:20 is a pronouncement of judgment on all facets of humanity.
-  Paul pronounces that God's wrath is revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness.

-  The word wrath means "anger that is expressed in judicial punishment."

II. 
Reasons for Condemnation (1:18b-23)
A.
For suppressing God's truth (1:18b)
-  People have chosen to suppress or hold down truth in their wickedness.
B.
For ignoring God's revelation (1:19-20)
-  Everything, that is needed to understand that there is a God, has been exposed to them.
-  God himself has shown people that he exists.
-  This is known as natural revelation.

-  Since creation, God's invisible attributes are clearly seen in the world.

-  Because of natural revelation, men are without excuse for their rejection.

C.
For perverting God's glory (1:21-23)
-  Even though they had the knowledge of God, they choose not to glorify him as God.
-  They refused to give him thanks.

-  This rejection led to their thinking becoming futile and their hearts being darkened.

-  They expressed their foolishness as they boasted about their wisdom.

-  This foolishness is expressed in creating gods or idols in the image of animals.

III. 
Results of Condemnation (1:24-32)
A.
Abandoned to sexual immorality (1:24-25)
-  Because they choose to reject God, God abandoned them to their impure desires.
-  Because they are pursuing the impure sexual desires, they are dishonoring their bodies.
-  This is due to the fact that they have chosen to worship creation rather than the creator.

B.
Abandoned to sexual perversion (1:26-27)
-  Because they have chosen to worship creation over the creator, they have been abandoned to sexual perversion.
-  Because creation is placed above truth and God, homosexuality became normal.
-  This only confirms that judgment will come because they pursued this error.

C.
Abandoned to depravity (1:28-32)
-  They chose not to retain the knowledge of the true God in their minds.
-  Because of this, God abandoned them to a debased or futile mind.

Scripture 
Ephesians 2:3

among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

Scripture
Ephesians 4:17

This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind,  

-  Their debased minds resulted in numerous sinful actions.

-  Paul pronounces that those who engage in these sinful acts or approve of these sinful acts deserve spiritual death.

4 - Moralism Condemned (Romans 2:1-16)

I. 
The Problem with Moralism (2:1-4)
A.
Without excuse (2:1)
-   The one who judges others while engaging in the same sin is without excuse.
B.
God' judgment (2:2)
-  God's judgment according to truth is against all who practice sin.
C.
No escape (2:3)
-  The one who judges others for the things that he partakes in will not escape judgment.
D.
Despising God's goodness (2:4)
-  When we judge others, we despise God's goodness which ultimately leads to repentance.
II.
Future Judgment (2:5-11)
A.
Storing up wrath (2:5)
-  Hardened impenitent hearts only store up wrath for themselves in the final judgment.
B.
The judgment (2:6-10)
1.
General statement of judgment (2:6)
-  God will render judgment to each person according to their deeds.
2.
Eternal life (2:7)
-  Eternal life will be given to those who seek glory, honor and immortality by doing well.
3.
Tribulation and anguish (2:8-9)
-  The one who is selfish and disobedient will experience the torments of hell.
4.
Glory & peace (2:10)
-  The one who works what is good will have glory, honor and peace.
C.
Impartiality (2:11)
-  God is not partial in his judgment concerning humanity.
III.
The Standard for Judgment (2:12-16)
A.
All sinners will perish (2:12)
-  The person who sins with or without the Law will be judged and perish.
B.
Those who are justified (2:13)
-  Those who simply hear the Law will not be justified, but those who do it.
C.
Law of conscience (2:14-15)
-  Gentiles, who do not have the Law, follow the Law through their hearts.
-  Their consciences either excuse or accuse them of their sin.
D.
The day of judgment (2:16)
-  God will judge the secrets of men's hearts through Jesus Christ.
5 - Unfaithful Jews Condemned (Romans 2:17-3:8)

I. 
Their Hypocrisy (2:17-24)
A.
Their confidence (2:17-20)
1.
In the Law (2:17-18)
- The Jews rested their identity in the Law of Moses and their relationship to God.
-  Because they had the Law, they knew God's will and what was right.

2.
Teachers (2:19-20)
-  Because they had God's truth in the Law, they saw themselves as teachers.
-  They saw themselves as superior to everyone else because of their knowledge of truth.

B.
Their hypocritical actions (2:21-24)
1.
Sinful actions (2:21-23)
-  Paul points out that they did not apply their own teachings to their own lives.
2.
The result (2:24)
-  Because of their hypocrisy, the name of God was blasphemed among the Gentiles.
II.
Their Trust in Rituals (2:25-29)
-  Ritual has value if a person keeps the Law, otherwise ritual becomes meaningless.
-  The Gentile who keeps the Law is considered the same as a Jew who keeps the Law.

-  The Gentile who keeps the Law will judge the Jew who has the Law and does not keep it.

-  Being a true Jew is not a matter of outward appearance or ritual.

-  A true Jew is one whose heart is changed by the Spirit and who is praised by God.

III.
Their Unbelief (3:1-8)
A.
The first question (3:1-2)
-  Paul anticipated the question concerning whether there is an advantage in being a Jew.
-  Paul affirms this by stating that God's word was committed to the Jews.

B.
The second question (3:3-4)
-  Paul anticipates the question if the Jew's unbelief cancels the faithfulness of God.
-  Paul affirms that this is not true since God is true even as men are liars.

C.
The third question (3:5-6)
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning whether God is unjust in his punishment.
-  Paul affirms that if this were true, then God could not judge the world.

D.
The fourth question (3:7-8)
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning the truthfulness of God being amplified by sin.
-  If that were true, how could God judge the sins of men?

-  Paul does not answer this argument but simply states that their condemnation is just.

6 - All Humanity Condemned (Romans 3:9-20)

I. 
All Are Under Sin (3:9-18)
A.
The question (3:9)
-  Paul anticipates the question that the Jews are better than Gentiles. 
-  Paul responds that both Jews and Gentiles are under sin and its condemnation.

B.
Humanity's dilemma (3:10-18)
-  Paul makes the point that both Jews and Gentiles are condemned from the scriptures.
-  Paul is quoting from six Old Testament passages.

1.
Unrighteous (3:10)
-  Without exception, all humanity is not righteous or has a right standing with God.

2.
No understanding (3:11a)
-  No one in humanity can understand God and his truth on their own.
3.
Not seeking (3:11b)
-  No one in humanity is making an effort to truly seek God.
4.
Turned away (3:12a)
-  Everyone in humanity has turn aside to follow their own desires.
5.
Unprofitable (3:12b)
- Humanity as a whole has become unprofitable or worthless.
6.
Not doing good (3:12c)
-  Because they are corrupted by sin, humanity is incapable of doing good. 
7.
Wicked speech (3:13-14)
-  Humanity's speech is filled with death and deceit.
8.
Violent (3:15-17)
-  Humanity is quick to use violence against others as living in peace is unknown to them.
9.
No fear of God (3:18)
-  Humanity as a whole has no fear of the Living God since they refuse to acknowledge him.
II.
Consciousness of Sin (3:19-20)
A.
Accountable (3:19)
-  Paul points out that the commands of the Law are for those who are under its authority.
-  The purpose of the Law is so that everyone's excuses or self-defense is silenced.

-  The Law shows that the whole world is guilty before the Lord.

B.
The knowledge of sin (3:20)
-  No one will be justified or gain a right standing before God by keeping the Law.
-  It is through the Law that we have a knowledge or awareness of our sin.

7 - Justification by Faith - Part 1 (Romans 3:21-31)

I. 
The Righteousness of God (3:21-26)
A.
The righteousness of God revealed (3:21-22a)
-  Paul tells his readers that the righteousness of God has been revealed apart from the Law.
-  The fact that it is apart from the Law has been pointed to by the Law and prophets.

-  The righteousness of God is revealed to us through faith in Jesus Christ.

Scripture
Romans 1:17

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”  
B.
The availability of God's righteousness (3:22b-24a)
-  The righteousness of God through faith has been revealed to all who believe.
-  Paul tells his readers that there is no difference or distinction in who can believe.

-  This is due to the fact that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God's glory.
C.
The basis of God's righteousness (3:24b-26)
-  Those who believe are justified freely by his grace through redemption.
-  This redemption is available in Christ Jesus.
-  God presented Jesus as the propitiation or "wrath-satisfier" for our sin.
Scripture 
1 John 2:2

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.
-  It is only through faith in the blood or sacrifice of Jesus Christ that atonement can be made.

-  Presenting Jesus as the atonement for sin was the demonstration of God's righteousness.
-  God's forbearance is shown as the sins committed before Christ were unpunished.

II.
By Faith Alone (3:27-31)
A.
The questions (3:27)
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning the boasting of the Jews in their position.

-  Paul responds that all boasting is excluded in salvation.

Scripture
Ephesians 2:8, 9

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning if one justified by the law or principle of works.
-  Paul responds that one is justified by the law or principle of faith.

B.
Justification by faith (3:28)
-  Paul concludes that man is justified by faith apart from any deeds or actions of the Law.
C.
The nature of God (3:29-30)
-  Paul asks if God is only exclusive to the Jews.
-  Paul responds that God is also the God of the Gentiles.

-  There is only one God who will justify both the Jew and Gentile because of faith.
D.
Concerning the Law (3:31)
-  Paul anticipates the question as to whether the Law is nullified by faith.
-  Paul responds that the Law is established by faith.

8 - Justification by Faith - Part 2 (Romans 4:1-12)

I. 
Not by Works (4:1-8)
A.
The question about Abraham (4:1)
-  Paul asks if Abraham was found justified by his works of the flesh.

B.
Abraham's justification (4:2-3)
-  Paul states that if Abraham was justified by his works, that is something to boast about.

-  Such boasting could not take place before God.
-  The scripture records that Abraham believed God and that was credited to him as righteousness.

C.
The nature of works (4:4)
-  Wages are not given as grace in response to one's work, rather they are from indebtedness. 
D.
The nature of faith (4:5-8)
-  Believing in God who justifies the ungodly is credited as righteousness because of faith.
-  David testifies that a man is blessed because God has credited him righteousness apart from works.

-  The crediting of righteousness includes the forgiveness of sins.

-  The forgiveness of sins in reflected in three areas.

-  Our lawless deeds or actions are forgiven.

-  Our sins are covered.

-  The Lord will not credit us with our sins. 

II.
Not by Religious Rites (4:9-12)
A.
The question of blessing (4:9a)
-  Paul asks if the blessing of justification is only for the Jew or the Gentile as well.
B.
Abraham's justification (4:9b-10)
-  Paul stresses that because of faith, righteousness was credited to Abraham.
-  Paul points out that Abraham was credited righteousness when he was still uncircumcised.

C.
The sign of circumcision (4:11-12)
- The sign of circumcision was given to Abraham as a seal or sign of his justification.
-  Abraham became the father of all who believed and are credited righteousness.

-  This includes both the Jews and the Gentiles.

9 - Justification by Faith - Part 3 (Romans 4:13-25)

I.
Not by the Law (4:13-17)
A.
Concerning the promise (4:13)
-  The promise to Abraham and his seed was not through the Law.
-  The giving of the promise to Abraham preceded the giving of the Law by several centuries.

-  The promise to Abraham was through the righteousness by faith.

B.
The voiding of faith (4:14)
-  If the Jews could become heirs by keeping the Law, faith has no value.

-  Keeping the Law makes the promise worthless. 
C.
The nature of the law (4:15)
-  The Law produces wrath as a consequence of disobedience.
-  Because the Law reveals our transgressions; there are no transgressions without it.

D.
According to faith (4:16a)
-  The promise comes by faith so that it might be a result of God's grace.
E.
Father of all who believe (4:16b-17)
-  Because it is according grace, the promise is assured to all.

-  Abraham has become a spiritual father to all who believe God.
II.
By Faith in God's Promise (4:18-25)
A.
Abraham's faith (4:18-22)
1.
In spite of no hope (4:18)
-  Abraham believed God in spite of his circumstances that produced no hope.
2.
In spite of physical limitations (4:19)
-  Abraham's faith was not weakened by the limitations of their bodies.
3.
In spite of unbelief (4:20)
-  Abraham did not allow unbelief to shake his faith in the promise.
-  Rather, he was strengthened by faith and gave glory to God.

4.
Convinced (4:21)
-  Abraham was fully convinced that God was able to perform what he promised.
5.
Accounted righteous (4:23)
-  Abraham's faith in God was accounted to him as righteousness.
B.
Abraham's example (4:23-24a)
-  Abraham's example was given so that it would be an example to us.
C.
Faith in Christ (4:24b-25)
-  Like Abraham, righteousness will be accounted to us through faith in our Savior.
10 - The Benefits of Justification (Romans 5:1-11)

I. 
The Benefits (5:1-5)
A.
Peace with God (5:1)
-  Because of our justification by faith, we now have peace with God.
-  This peace with God is available to us through Jesus Christ.

B.
Access into grace (5:2a)
-  Through faith in Jesus Christ, we have access to the grace of salvation which we stand in.
C.
Joy in future hope (5:2b)
-  We also can have joy in the future hope of glory.
Scripture
Colossians 1:27

To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
D.
Joy in suffering (5:3-4)
-  We can have joy in the midst of our suffering.
Scripture
James 1:2-4

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  

knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  
-  Suffering produces spiritual growth that results in hope.

E.
The love of God (5:5)
-  Hope in a believer's life does not lead to disappointment.
-  The Holy Spirit has poured out God's love into the hearts of believers.

-  Paul points out that the Holy Spirit was given to believers.

II.
The Sacrifice (5:6-11)
A.
In spite of our inability (5:6)
-  Paul states that believers lacked the strength or power for salvation.
-  Jesus Christ died for believers at just the right time.
B.
The nature of the sacrifice (5:7)
-  The nature of Jesus Christ's sacrifice for us is unnatural.
C.
God's demonstrated love (5:8)
-  The sacrifice of Jesus Christ demonstrates God's love.
-  This love was demonstrated in the cross even though we were sinners.

D.
Saved from wrath (5:9)
-  Because we have been justified by the sacrifice of Christ, we have been saved from wrath.
E.
Reconciliation (5:10)
-  Jesus' death reconciled believers, who were once enemies, to God.
-  The resurrection of Jesus insures the completion of salvation for believers.

F.
Joy in Christ (5:11)
-  Believers can have joy in all that Jesus Christ has accomplished for believers.
-  Believers have received reconciliation through Jesus Christ.

11 - Adam & Jesus (Romans 5:12-21)

I. 
The Reign of Death (5:12-14)
A.
One man's sin (5:12)
-  Sin entered our world through the sin of Adam.
Scripture
Genesis 3:1-24

-  Because of Adam's sin, death spread to all men because all have sinned.

B.
Sin in the world (5:13)
-  Sin was in the world before the Law was given to Moses.
-  Before the Law, sin was not a transgression of the Law.
C.
Death's reign (5:14)
- Death still reigned in the world from the time of Adam to the time of Moses.
-  This was true for everyone whose sin was not like Adam's transgression against God.
-  Adam is a type or pattern of the One who was to come as a representative head.

II.
The Free Gift (5:15-16)
A.
Not like the offense (5:15)
-  The free gift is not like the trespass and its consequences.
-  Through Adam's sin, many have experienced death.

-  Grace and salvation abounds toward many through Jesus Christ.

B.
The result of the free gift (5:16)
-  The free gift is not like that which came through Adam.
-  Judgment resulting in condemnation comes to all mankind through Adam.

-  The free gift followed many trespasses to bring justification.

III.
One Man's Obedience (5:17-21)
A.
The provision of grace (5:17)
-  Just like death entered through one man's sin, grace and righteousness through Jesus Christ.
-  Through Jesus Christ, many will reign in life because of the abundance of grace.

B.
One man's righteous act (5:18)
-  Judgment, that results in condemnation, came to all through one man's sin.
-  Through Jesus' righteous act, the free gift came to all men.
-  This free gift resulted in justification that brings eternal life.

C.
Many made righteous (5:19)
-  Through one man's sin, many were made sinners.
-  Through one man's obedience, many will be made righteous.

D.
Grace abounds more (5:20)
-  The Law was given so that sin would increase and the need for salvation was exposed.
-  Where sin increased, the grace of God increased even more.
E.
The reign of grace (5:21)
-  Even as sin reigns in death, grace reigns through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus.
12 - Sanctification - Part 1 (Romans 6:1-11)

I. 
The Question Concerning Grace (6:1-4)
A.
The question (6:1)
-  This question arises out of the truth of Romans 5:20.

Scripture
Romans 5:20

Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,  

-  Paul anticipates the question that believers can sin in order to experience more grace.

B.
Paul's response (6:2-3)
1.
Absolute rejection (6:2a)
-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.
2.
Dead to sin (6:2b)
-  He reminds his readers that because they are dead to sin, they should not live in it.
-  The phrase "dead to sin" means being set free from sin’s power, not the extinction of sin.

3.
Baptized into Christ (6:3)
-  Paul reminds his readers that their baptism into Christ was also a baptism into his death.
-  The baptism refers to a spirit baptism.

-  Water baptism pictures the reality of spirit baptism.

-  Dying with Christ means the believer has died to his former life of sin.

C.
Salvation reality (6:4)
-  Just as we were buried with Christ in his death, believers are raised with him.
-  Believers are raised to walk in newness of life.

II. 
Reckon Yourself Dead (6:5-11)
A.
Unity in Christ (6:5)
-  Paul expresses the reality that believers were united with Christ in his death.
-  This reality also means that believers are united in his resurrection.
B.
The old man (6:6)
-  The “old man” is the believer as he was spiritually before he trusted Christ.
-  At the time of our salvation, our old self died or was crucified with Christ.

-  This resulted in both our bodies of sin being rendered powerless and our freedom from sin.

C.
Freed from sin (6:7)
-  Paul expresses the truth that he who has died has been freed from the sin.
D.
Concerning the dominion of death (6:8-9)
-  Because believers have died with Christ, we must believe that we will live with him.
-  The basis for our belief is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

E.
Christ's death and life (6:10)
-  Paul states that Christ experienced death to sin once for all.
-  Jesus Christ lives his life for God.

F.
Reckon (6:11)
-  Believers are to reckon or count themselves as dead to the power of sin.
-  Believers are to reckon or count themselves as alive to God in Jesus Christ.

Scripture 
Ephesians 2:4-6

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  
13 - Sanctification - Part 2 (Romans 6:12-23)

I. 
Response to Freedom (6:12-14)
A.
The response (6:12)
 -  The truth of our standing should result in action on a believer's part.
-  Believers are not to allow sin to have power over their mortal bodies.

-  Such power causes believers to obey the body's lusts.

B.
A true offering (6:13)
-  Believers are not to offer the members of their bodies as instruments of sin.
-  Instead, believers are to offer themselves to God as being spiritually alive.

-  Believers should also offer the members of their bodies as instruments of righteousness.

C.
Positional truth (6:14)
-  This reality is based on two positional truths.
-  Sin no longer has power over the believer.

-  The phrase "under the Law" means that the believer is to serve the Law.

-  The Law is not the master over the believer; rather grace is dominant as we serve God.

II.
Slavery (6:15-23)
A.
The question (6:15)
-  Paul anticipates the question that we can sin because we are under grace instead of the Law.
-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.
B.
A slave to what? (6:16)
-  Paul points out that we become slaves to what we offer the obedience of our bodies.
C.
Thanksgiving (6:17-18)
-  Paul thanks God that when we were slaves to sin, we responded with our hearts to the gospel.
-  Responding to the gospel resulted in freedom from sin and becoming slaves of righteousness.
D.
Paul's thought expanded (6:19)
-  Paul is using human terms concerning slavery to illustrate his point.
-  They are to offer their bodies as slaves for holiness as they once offered them as slaves to sin.

E.
Slaves to sin (6:20-21)
-  When they were slaves to sin, they were free from the obligations of righteousness.
-  Paul asks his readers concerning the benefit that they received in sinning.

-  Paul reminds his readers that the result of sin is death.

F.
Slaves of God (6:22)
-  Having been freed from sin to serve God, believers have spiritual fruit of holiness and eternal life.
Scripture
Galatians 5:22-25

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  

And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  

G.
Slavery's reward (6:23)
-  The payment for our sin is death.
-  God's gift to us is eternal life that is found in Jesus Christ.

14 - Continual Struggle - Part 1 (Romans 7:1-12)

I. 
The Dominion of the Law (7:1-6)
A.
The principle (7:1)
-  Paul is addressing those who have an understanding of the Law.
-  He reminds them that the Law rules over a man as long as he is alive.

B.
The example of marriage (7:2-3)
-  He uses the illustration of marriage to make his point.
-  A woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive.

-  If the husband dies, the woman is freed from the law of marriage.

-  If she leaves and marries another man while her husband is alive, she is an adulteress.

C.
Dead to the Law (7:4)
-  Through Jesus Christ, believers have become dead to the Law.
-  Because of this, we can be married to Christ so that we can bear spiritual fruit.

D.
The passions of our flesh (7:5)
-  The Law stirred up sinful passions in our flesh.

-  These sinful passions stirred up our bodies to produce fruit that leads to death.

E.
Delivered to a new life (7:6)
-  Paul reminds his readers that they have been delivered from the Law which bound them.

-  Because of this, they serve God in the newness of the Spirit rather than the letter of the Law.
II.
The Law's Relationship with Sin (7:7-12)
A.
The question concerning the Law (7:7a)
-  Paul anticipates the question that the Law is sin.

-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.

B.
The Law's purpose (7:7b)
-  The believer would not know what sin is until the Law revealed it.
C.
The stimulation of sin (7:8)
-  Because of the Law, sin seized the moment and evil desires emerge within us.
D.
Before the Law (7:9)
-  Paul states that before the Law he was alive, but the Law revived sin and he died.
E.
Death instead of life (7:10)
-  The commandment brought death to Paul rather than life.
F.
Sin's empowerment (7:11)
-  Sin used the commandment to deceive Paul and killed him spiritually.
G.
The holiness of the Law (7:12)
-  Instead of blaming the Law, Paul points out that it was holy, just and good.
15 - Continual Struggle - Part 2 (Romans 7:13-25)

I. 
Sin & the Law (7:13)
A.
The question
-  Paul anticipates the question that the Law, which is good, has become evil.
B.
Sin's advantage 

-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.

II.
Paul's Personal Struggle (7:14-20)
A.
The views concerning this passage
-  This passage reflects Paul's life before becoming a believer.
-  This passage reflects Paul's current struggle as a believer.

B.
The issue of carnality (7:14)
-  Paul states that the issue is not the Law, but his own carnality and tendency to sin.
C.
Internal struggle (7:15)
-  Paul struggles to understand why he does what he does not want to do.
D.
Agreement with the Law (7:16)
-  By sinning, Paul finds himself agreeing with the Law.
E.
The reality of sin (7:17)
-  Paul recognizes that it is a result of sin's power and influence in his life.
F.
Understanding one's self (7:18)
-  Recognizing that there is nothing good in his flesh, but he does not know what to do.
G.
Current actions (7:19)
-  Paul cannot do the good he wants to do as he does what he does not want to do.
H.
The power of sin (7:20)
-  He recognizes the power of sin in his body as he does what he does not want to do.
III.
Paul's Assessment & Plea (7:21-24)
A.
Evil within (7:21)
-  Paul sees the reality of evil still working in him as he seeks to do what is right.
B.
Inward delight (7:22)
-  Inwardly, Paul delights in the word of God and seeks to do it.
C.
Internal struggle (7:23)
-  The power of sin in Paul's life struggles against his new mind in Christ.
D.
Plea for deliverance (7:24)
-  Paul asks who is able to deliver him from a body that gives in to sin leading to death.
IV.
Paul's Conclusion (7:25)
A.
Thanksgiving
- Paul thanks God for deliverance through Jesus Christ.
B.
His conclusion
-  With his new mind in Christ, he serves the Law of God as his body serves the law of sin.
16 - Spirit Empowerment (Romans 8:1-17)

I. 
The Law of the Spirit (8:1-11)
A.
Life in the Spirit (8:1-4)
1.
Deliverance (8:1)
-  At this present time, there is no condemnation for believers concerning their sin.
-  This is for those who walk according to the Spirit, not according to their flesh or body.

2.
Freedom (8:2)
-  Through Jesus, the law of life in the Spirit frees us from the law of sin and death.
3.
The work of Christ (8:3)
-  Because the flesh weakened the Law, God sent his Son to condemn sin in the flesh.
4.
Our benefit (8:4)
-  The requirements of the Law are met by believers who live according to the Spirit. 
B.
The contrast between the Spirit and the flesh (8:5-8)
1.
Mental focus (8:5)
-  Those that live according to the flesh put their mental focus on the body's desires.
-  Living according to the Spirit means putting your mental focus on spiritual things.

2.
The result (8:6)
-  A carnal mind results in death, whereas a spiritual mind results in life.
3.
The carnal mind (8:7-8)
-  The carnal mind is hostile to God because it is not subject to the Law of God.
-  Those who live according to the flesh cannot please God.

C.
Assurance of the future (8:9-11)
1.
The presence of the Spirit (8:9)
-  Paul affirms that his readers are living in the Spirit if the Spirit dwells in them.
-  If a person does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Jesus Christ.

2.
The Spirit of Life (8:10)
-  Through Christ, your body is subject to death because of sin while the spirit has life.
3.
Life in the Spirit (8:11)
-  The Spirit who raised Christ from the dead will give life to believers.
II. 
The Spirit of Adoption (8:12-17) 
A.
The believer's obligation (8:12-13)
-  Paul tells his readers that they are not indebted to flesh to live according to its desires.
-  Living according to the flesh results in death.

-  Living according to the Spirit means putting to death the deeds of the body which brings life.

B.
Sons of God (8:14-17)
1.
Led by the Spirit (8:14)
-  Those who are being led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.
2.
Family (8:15)
-  Believers are not enslaved to fear, but rather have an intimate relationship with God. 
3.
The Spirit's witness (8:16)
-  The Spirit assures believers that they are children of God.
4.
Heirs (8:17)  
-  As children, believers are also heirs with Christ as they suffer with him and are glorified. 
17 - Glory & Security (Romans 8:18-39)

I. 
The Future Glory & Creation (8:18-27)
A.
Future glory (8:18)
-  Paul states that our present suffering does not compare to the future glory to be revealed.
B.
The expectation of creation (8:19-22)
1.
Creation waits (8:19)
-  Paul states that creation waits for the revealing of the sons of God at Christ's return.
2.
Creation's bondage (8:20-21)
-  Creation was subjected to decay because of God's judgment on Adam's sin.
-  Creation will be delivered from bondage during the time of future glory.

3.
Creation's current groanings (8:22)
-  Creation currently groans in labor up to this present time. 
C.
The believer's expectation (8:23-27)
1.
The believer's current groaning (8:23)
-  Like creation, believers groan as they wait for the redemption of their bodies.

2.
The nature of hope (8:24-25)
-  The believer was saved with the hope of the future glory.
-  Hope is not found in what one can see, but rather in what cannot be seen.

-  This type of hope produces perseverance as the believer waits. 

3.
The Spirit's help (8:26-27)
-  The Spirit aids believers in their weaknesses as he intercedes for them.
-  God knows the Spirit's mind as he intercedes for believers according to God's will.

II. 
The Security of the Believer (8:28-39)
A.
The certainty of sanctification (8:28-30)
-  Paul expresses confidence that all things work together for God's purpose in a believer's life.

-  Through his foreknowledge, God predestined believers to be conformed to Christ's image.
-  Those who were predestined, were called and justified and will be glorified.

B.
The believer's security (8:31-37)
1.
God's protection (8:31)
-  Opposition will not prevail against believers because of God's protection.

2.
God's provision (8:32)
-  God, who gave his Son for believers, will freely give them all things.

3.  The questions (8:33-36)
-  Through a series of questions, Paul shows believers that they are secure in salvation.

4.  The believer's standing (8:37)
-  Through all opposition, believers are conquerors through Christ who loved us.
C.
The believer's safety (8:38-39)
-  There is nothing that will separate believers from the love of God in Jesus Christ.
18 - Israel & God's Choice (Romans 9:1-29)

I. 
Grief for Israel (9:1-5)
A.
Paul's grief (9:1-2)
1.
His truthfulness (9:1)
-  Paul tells his readers that, as the Holy Spirit is his witness, he is telling the truth.
2.
Continual emotion (9:2)
-  The truth that he expresses is the continual sorrow and grief that he is experiencing. 
B.
Paul's desire (9:3)
-  Paul wishes that he could be accursed by God instead of Israel.
C.
Israel (9:4-5)
1.
Israel's privileges (9:4)
-  Israel is the recipient of the benefits that come from the relationship with God.
2.
Ancestry of Christ (9:5)
-  It is from Israel that Jesus Christ the Messiah came.
II. 
God's Sovereign Choice (9:6-29)
A.
The reality of Israel (9:6)
-  Paul expresses the reality that not all of the Israelites are truly Israel.

B.
Illustrations of God's choice (9:7-18)
1.
Seed of Abraham (9:7-9)
-  Paul states that not all of the seed of Abraham are his children.
-  The children of the flesh are not children of God like the children of the promise.

2.
Jacob and Esau (9:10-13)
-  God choose Jacob over Esau before they were born according to his purpose.
3.
Pharaoh (9:14-18)
-  Paul anticipates the question that God is unrighteous.
-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.
-  The Lord's compassion and mercy is not dependent on man.

-  God raised up Pharaoh to display his power and glory.
B.
God's choice explained (9:19-29)
1.
The question (9:19)
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning why does God still find fault in us.
2.
The problem with the question (9:20)
-  Paul expresses that man has no right to question God who created us.
3.
God's prerogative (9:21-24)
-  God, like a potter, purposes one vessel for honor or dishonor.
-  God can endure the actions of the wicked to show his power and wrath.

-  God can choose both Jews and Gentiles to show the richness of his mercy.

4.
Scriptural support (9:25-29)
a.
Hosea (9:25-26)
-  The Book of Hosea proclaims that God will make his people those who are not.
b.
Isaiah (9:27-29)
-  Though Israel will be many, he will preserve a remnant from among them.
19 - The Nature of God's Choice (Romans 9:30-10:21)

I. 
Israel's Stumbling (9:30-33)
A.
The question (9:30-31)
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning Gentiles attaining righteousness.
-  Paul's Jewish readers would have pointed out that Gentiles did not pursue righteousness.

-  They were concerned because Israel pursued righteousness but did not attain it.
B.
Paul's response (9:32)
-  Paul explains that Israel did not attain it because they did not seek it by faith.
-  Rather, Israel sought righteousness through the works of the law.

-  Israel stumbled at the stumbling block, Jesus Christ.

C.
Scriptural support (9:33)
-  Isaiah states that God laid a stumbling block that provides salvation to those who believe.
II. 
Paul's Desire for Israel (10:1-4)
A.
For their salvation (10:1)
-  Paul's desire and prayer is that Israel would be saved.

B.
Zeal without knowledge (10:2)
-  Paul states that Israel has a zealousness for God which is not based on knowledge. 

C.
Israel's ignorance (10:3)
-  Paul states that Israel ignorantly sought righteousness through their efforts.

-  In doing this they did not submit to God's righteousness.

D.
End of the Law (10:4)
-  Jesus Christ is the end of seeking righteousness through the law to those who believe.
III. 
Righteousness for Those Who Believe (10:5-15)
A.
Moses' perspective (10:5)
-  Moses recorded that those who keep the Law must live by the entire Law.
B.
Faith's perspective (10:6-7)
-  Faith does not ask for Christ to come since he has already come.
C.
The Word of Faith (10:8-10)
-  The Word of Faith that he preaches is near to them.
-  Salvation is available to those who believe in their hearts and confess with their mouths.

-  With the heart, righteousness come to the one who believes as confession brings salvation.
D.
Scriptural support (10:11)
-  Isaiah states that those who believe will not be put to shame at the judgment.
E.
Salvation for all (10:12-13)
-  God richly brings salvation to both Jews and Gentiles who call on his name.
F.
The need for a preacher (10:14-15)
-  Those who do not believe need a preacher who will bring the message of salvation.
IV. 
Israel's Accountability (10:16-21)
A.
Rejection (10:16)
-  Israel has not believed the gospel as Isaiah has confirmed.

B.
Faith (10:17)
-  Faith emerges as it hears the word of God.

C.
Israel's culpability (10:18)
-  Paul confirms that Israel has heard the gospel which is proclaimed everywhere.

D.
Scripture's testimony (10:19-21)
-  Paul shows that Old Testament scripture testified that salvation would come to the Gentiles.

20 - God's Mercy - Part 1 (Romans 11:1-15)

I. 
On Israel (11:1-10)
A.
The question (11:1)
-  Paul anticipates the question concerning whether God has cast off his people.
-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.

-  Paul proves his point by presenting himself as an Israelite.

B.
The remnant (11:2-5)
1.
The nature of God (11:2a)
-  Paul states that God has not cast way his people whom he foreknew.
2.
The example of Elijah (11:2b-4)
- Paul calls his readers to consider Elijah's pleading with God.
Scripture
1 Kings 19:1-18

-  Elijah proclaimed that he was alone; but the Lord states that he preserved 7,000.

3.
The present remnant (11:5)
- Paul states that even now there is a remnant preserved according to the election of grace.
C.
The nature of grace and works (11:6)
-  It is not on the basis of works because grace is not grace if it comes through works.
D.
The elect and the blind (11:7)
- Israel has not received what it seeks because it is blind, whereas the elect have obtained it.
E.
Scriptural support (11:8-10)
-  Paul quotes Old Testament scriptures to show that Israel is spiritual drowsy and blind.
-  Paul quotes David that their rejection of God resulted in guilt and punishment.
II. 
On Gentiles (11:11-15)
A.
The question (11:11)
-  Paul anticipates the question that Israel stumbled so that it cannot recover.
-  Paul uses strong language to express that he rejects this idea.

-  It is through Israel's fall that salvation has come to the Gentiles.

B.
The benefit for the Gentiles (11:12)
-  Paul tells his readers that if Israel fall is to their benefit, what will her fullness bring?
C.
An apostle to the Gentiles (11:13-14)
-  Paul is speaking to Gentiles since he is the apostle to the Gentiles.
D.
Rejection and acceptance (11:15)
- If Israel's rejection means reconciliation for the world, her acceptance means life.
21 - God's Mercy - Part 2 (Romans 11:16-32)

I.
Olive Branches (11:16-24)
A.
The principle (11:16)
- Israel is still holy and their stumbling is only temporary.

B.
Broken and grafted branches (11:17)
-  Some branches, Israel, are broken off, but wild branches, Gentiles, are grafted in.

-  The grafted branches can now partake in the blessing.

C.
The warning (11:18-21)
-  Paul warns his Gentile readers about bragging against unbelieving Israel.

-  It is true that their fall allowed for the salvation of the Gentiles.
-  It should produce fear in our lives rather than pride.

-  If God does not spare the natural branches, Israel, he will not spare us either.

D.
The nature of God (11:22)
-  We are to consider the nature of God as he punishes and blesses.

E.
Israel's healing (11:23)
-  Israel will be grafted back into the tree by God when she comes back to faith.
F.
The reality (11:24)
-  If God would graft wild branches in, how much more will he graft natural branches?
II. 
Mercy on Everyone (11:25-32)
A.
The mystery (11:25)
-  Paul doesn't want them to be ignorant of this mystery or they will be proud in their opinions.
-  Israel is in partial blindness until the fullness or full number of the Gentiles has come.

B.
Israel's salvation (11:26-27)
-  Paul proclaims that when that time comes all Israel will be saved.
-  Paul confirms this by quoting Isaiah that a deliverer will come.

C.
Israel's current condition (11:28)
-  Currently, Israel is an enemy to the gospel, but they are beloved in the reality of election.
D.
The nature of God's calling (11:29)
-  God's gifts and calling cannot be revoked.
E.
Gentile salvation (11:30-31)
-  Just as we Gentiles, who were disobedient, have been saved, so too will disobedient Israel.
F.
God's purpose (11:32)
-  In God's purpose, all have been bound to sin so that he can show his mercy on all. 
III. 
Paul's Praise (11:33-36)
A.
Praise for God's wisdom (11:33-35)
- Paul praises God for his wisdom and the reality that no one can instruct him.

B.
Paul's concluding praise (11:36)
-  Paul praises God for the reality that all things belong to him.

22 - Transformed Lives - Part 1 (Romans 12:1-21)

I.
Living Sacrifices (12:1-2)
A.
The call (12:1)
-  Because of God's mercy in salvation, believers are called to present themselves to God.
-  This sacrifice of a believer's life is holy, acceptable to God and a reasonable service.

B.
Transformation (12:2)
-  Believers' lives should not be conformed to the standards and ways of this world.
-  They should be transformed by the renewing of their minds.
-  This allows believers to prove what the good and acceptable will of God is.

II.
Transformed Ministry (12:3-8)
A.
Proper perspective (12:3)
-  Believers are not to think highly of themselves as they live soberly in the reality of salvation.
B.
One body of many members (12:4-5)
-  The body of believers is made up of many members who have different functions.
-  The body of Christ is both diverse in its membership and unified in its relationships.
C.
Spiritual gifts (12:6-8)
-  Spiritual gifts differ according to the grace given to believers.
Scripture
1 Corinthians 12:7-11

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,  to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

-  Believers are called to exercise their spiritual gifts.

III.
Transformed Relationships (12:9-21)
A.
Towards each other (12:9-13)
1.
Sincere Love (12:9a)
-  Paul calls his readers to express love without hypocrisy.
2.
Embrace good (12:9b)
-  Paul calls his readers to hate what is evil and embrace what is good.

3.
Love expressed (12:10)
-  Believers are to express love to each other as they honor others over themselves.
4.
Right attitudes (12:11-12)
-  Believers are not to be lazy and should be spiritually fervent in their service.
5.
 Meeting needs (12:13)
-  Believers should show hospitality as they provide for the needs of other believers.
B.
Toward others (12:14-16)
1.
Refusal to retaliate (12:14)
-  Believers are to bless those who persecute them and not curse them.
2.
Empathy for others (12:15)
-  Believers are to empathize with others as they rejoice or mourn.
3.
Humility (12:16)
-  Believers are to have the same mind toward others.
-  Believers are to be proud, but rather they should associate with the humble.

-  Believers are not to think too highly of themselves. 

C.
Toward our enemies (12:17-21)
1.
Concerning vengeance (12:17-18)
-  Believers are not to repay evil for evil as they have a testimony for regarding good things.
-  Believers are to live at peace with everyone as they are able to.
2.
Committal to God (12:19)
-  Believers are not to seek vengeance, but rather allow God to bring retribution.
3.
Respond with love (12:20-21)
-  Proverbs expresses that responding with love our enemies brings shame upon them.
-  Believers are encouraged not to be overcome by evil, but rather overcome it with good.

23 - Transformed Lives - Part 2 (Romans 13:1-14)

I.
Historical Context
-  To understand Paul's instructions, we need to understand the context of the passage.

-  Paul is writing to people who are a part of the Roman Empire.
-  The Roman Empire allowed the worship of many gods.

-  This was allowed as long as the worship did not interfere with the public well-being.

-  Ultimately, this was expressed in emperor worship as the state demanded total allegiance. 

-  Anything that was seen as a threat to the public well-being was persecuted.

II.
Transformed Citizenship (13:1-7)
A.
The command (13:1a)
- Paul tells his readers that everyone is to be in subjection to government authorities.

B.
The basis for command (13:1b)
-  This is because all government authorities have been appointed by God.

Scripture
Daniel 5:21

Then he was driven from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he knew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He chooses.

C.
The warning (13:2)
-  The one who resists government resists what God has instituted, which brings judgment.
D.
The purpose of government (13:3-4)
-  Authority is not a terror to good works, but to works of evil.
-  Doing good results in praise from authority instead of fear.
-  The purpose of government is to punish those who practice evil.

E.
The command restated (13:5)
-  Believers are to be subject to authority because of their consciences.
F.
The issue of taxes (13:6-7)
-  Believers are called to pay their taxes.
III.
Transformed Relationships (13:8-10)
A.
The issue of debt (13:8)
-  Believers are called not to owe anyone anything other than love.

B.
The commandment (13:9)
-  All of the commandments are summed up in the command to love our neighbors.

C.
The Law fulfilled (13:10)
-  Love does not result in harm and is therefore a fulfillment of the Law.

IV.
Transformed Perspective (13:11-14)
A.
The time is at hand (13:11-12a)
-  Believers are to awaken to the fact that the fullness of salvation is near.

B.
Cast off darkness (13:12b-13)
-  Believers are to cast off works of darkness and live properly.

C.
Put on Christ (13:14)
-  Believers are to put on Jesus Christ and make no allowances for the desires of their bodies.

24 - The Weaker Brother (Romans 14:1-12)

I.
Levels of Maturity (14:1-3)
A.
Acceptance (14:1)
-  The spiritually mature are called to accept the one who is weak in his faith.

-  They are not to engage in meaningless arguments about opinions.

B.
Differences (14:2)
-  One believes he can eat all things, while another believes he can only eat vegetables.

C.
Response toward others (14:3)
-  The mature Christian is not to despise the weak one.

-  The weak Christian is not to judge the mature Christian.

II.
Living to the Lord (14:4-9)
A.
Responsibility (14:4)
-  It is not our place to judge another believer.
-  The issue of judgment is over secondary issues and opinions.

-  The believer is solely accountable to the Lord and will one day stand before him.

B.
Individual conviction (14:5)
-  One believer will regard one day above another, while another believe regards them all.
-  Each believer is to be convinced in his own mind concerning whatever issue.

C.
To the Lord (14:6)
-  While our actions may differ, they are all done to the Lord.
D.
Reality (14:7)
-  No one lives and dies for himself.
E.
Life or death (14:8)
-  Our lives and our death are to the Lord and we belong to him.
F.
Lord of the living and the dead (14:9)
-  Because of his death and resurrection, Jesus is the Lord of the living and the dead.
III.
The Judgment (14:10-12)
A.
The question (14:10a)
-  Paul asks his readers why they judge and show contempt for other believers.

B.
Future judgment (14:10b-11)
-  Paul stresses that we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

Scripture
Revelation 20:4-5

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.  
-  Paul quotes Isaiah to show that everyone will bow the knee before God.

C.
Future accounting (14:12)
-  Every believer will give an account of himself to God.

25 - The Issue with Meat (Romans 14:13-23)

I.
Stumbling Block (14:13-16)
A.
Determined action (14:13)
-  Once again Paul calls his readers not to judge each other concerning secondary issues.
-  We should be determined not to do anything that would cause others to stumble.

B.
The issue of cleanliness (14:14)
-  Paul states that he is convinced that there is no food that is unclean.
-  If one person sees a food as unclean, then it is unclean to that person.

C.
Deference (14:15)
-  However, if another Christian has a problem with your food, eating it does not express love.

-  We are not to destroy the conscience of another believer for the sake of our food.
D.
Testimony (14:16)
-  We are to consider our good actions, so that they are not spoken of as evil. 
II.
Kingdom Values (14:17-18)
A.
Proper Perspective (14:17)
-  Paul stresses that the Kingdom of God is not about our freedom to eat and drink.

-  The Kingdom of God is about righteousness, as well as peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

B.
Motivation (14:18)
-  Seeking these things makes us acceptable to God and approved by men.

III.
Caution for Others (14:19-23)
A.
A true pursuit (14:19)
-  We are to pursue the things that allow for peace among believers.
-  We are also to pursue the things that will edify or build up other believers.

B.
Sin (14:20)
-  Paul tells his readers not to destroy the faith of others for the sake of freedom in eating.
-  While all food is pure, it is evil and sin for someone to stumble because of our freedom.
C.
What is not good (14:21)
-  Freedom to eat and drink is not good if it causes another believer to be harmed.
D.
True maturity (14:22)
-  True maturity is understanding your freedom, but not exercising it for the sake of others.
E.
The reality of the immature (14:23)
-  Whatever is doubtful to an immature believer is sin if he engages in it.
26 - The Unity of Believers (Romans 15:1-13)

I.
Seeking the Good of Others (15:1-4)
A.
The message to the strong (15:1)
-  The strong believer must tolerate the weaknesses of the immature believer.
-  The strong believer should not be self-centered and seek his own good.

B.
The general encouragement (15:2)
-  Paul urges believers to seek the well-being of others for their edification.
C.
The example of Jesus Christ (15:3)
-  Paul points out the example of Jesus Christ who did not seek his own good.
-  Paul quotes Psalm 69 to point out that Jesus bore reproaches of sinners.

D.
The purpose of the scriptures (15:4)
-  The scriptures were written so that we would have comfort and perseverance for hope.
II.
The Quest for Unity (15:5-6)
A.
The prayer for like-mindedness (15:5)
-  Paul describes God as giving believers endurance and comfort.
-  He asks God to give believers a single mind toward each other in Jesus Christ.

B.
The purpose for like-mindedness (15:6)
-  This like-mindedness is so that believers will glorify God.
III.
The Key to Unity (15:7-13)
A.
Receive one another (15:7)
-  Believers are to receive or accept each other just as Jesus Christ accepted them.
B.
Servant to the circumcision (15:8)
-  Jesus came to bring truth to the Jews and to show that God is true to his promises.

C.
For the Gentiles (15:8-12)
- At the same time, Jesus came that Gentiles would glorify God for his mercy toward them.
-  Paul quotes the four Old Testament passages to show the validity of his point.
-  First, David states that he praised God among the Gentiles.

-  Second, Moses exhorted the Gentiles to rejoice with his people.

-  Third, the psalmist commands the Gentiles to praise the Lord.

-  Finally, Isaiah predicts that the Gentiles will live in hope under the rule of the Messiah.

D.
The blessing (15:13)
-  Paul prayed that God would fill his readers with joy and peace.
-  As believers trust in God, they will overflow with hope through the Holy Spirit's power.

27 - Paul's Labors & Plans (Romans 15:14-33)

I.
Paul's Ministry (15:14-21)
A.
Their present condition (15:14)
-  Paul believes that they are filled with goodness and knowledge to encourage each other.
B.
His purpose in writing (15:15a)
-  Paul states that he wrote boldly in order to remind them again.
C.
Apostle to the Gentiles (15:15b-16)
-  Grace was given to Paul so that he would be a minister to the Gentiles for their sakes.
D.
Boosting in Christ (15:17-19)
-  Paul states that he has a reason to glory in Christ concerning the ministry to the Gentiles.
-  Through the power and works of Christ, he preached the gospel throughout Asia Minor.

E.
Paul's aim (15:20-21)
-  Paul made it his purpose to preach the gospel where Christ was not named.
-  Paul quotes Isaiah 52:15 in order to support his purpose in ministry.

II.
Paul's Travel Plans (15:22-29)
A.
Hindered effort (15:22)
-  Paul was hindered from visiting Rome because of the ministry opportunities.
B.
Present circumstances (15:23)
There are no longer opportunities for ministry and he has a long standing desire to visit them.
C.
Future trip to Spain (15:24)
-  Paul tells them that he will visit and help them when he journeys to Spain.
D.
Trip to Jerusalem (15:25)
-  Paul informs them that he is first going to Jerusalem to serve the saints there.
E.
Collection for the poor (15:26-27)
-  Paul states that the Gentiles churches collected money for the needy in Jerusalem.
Scripture
Acts 24:17; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:13-14; 9:12-13; Galatians 2:10 

-  The Gentile churches felt a responsibility to materially help the Jerusalem church.

F.
Timetable for Spain (15:28)
-  Paul tells them that once he has completed his task in Jerusalem, he will travel to Spain.
G.
Manner of coming (15:29)
-  Paul knows that when he comes to them, he will come in the fullness of the gospel.
III.
Request for Prayer (15:30-33)
A.
The request to pray (15:30)
-  Paul strongly urges his readers to pray for him with love.
B.
The nature of the prayer (15:31-32)
1.
Protection (15:31a)
-  He asks that they pray for his protection in Jerusalem.
Scripture
Acts 20:22-23

And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.  
2.
Acceptance (15:31b)
-  He asks that they pray that his service in Jerusalem would be acceptable to the church.
3.
Freedom to come to them (15:32)
-  He asks that they pray that he may joyfully come to them and have a refreshing visit.
C.
The blessing (15:33)
-  Paul bestows a blessing of peace from God upon his readers.
28 - Warnings & Personal Greetings (Romans 16:1-27)

I.
Commendation (16:1-2)
A.
Paul's messenger (16:1)
-  Paul asks them to warmly greet his messenger, Phoebe, who is from a church in Greece.

B.
Instructions (16:2)
-  He asks them to take care of her in a manner worthy of Jesus Christ.

-  Since she has helped others, they are to help her in whatever area she has need of.

II.
Greetings (16:3-16)
A.
Many are greeted (16:1-15)
-  Paul sends his greeting to many dear friends who are a part of the church in Rome.

B.
The manner of greeting (16:16a)
-  Paul tells them to greet each other with a holy kiss.

C.
More greeting (16:16b)
-  Paul tells them that the churches greet the believers in Rome.

III.
Warnings (16:17-20)
A.
Identify troublemakers (16:17)
-  Paul tells his readers to take note of those who cause problems within the church.

-  The problems include divisions within the church and unscriptural offenses.

B.
The nature of troublemakers (16:18)
-  They do not serve Jesus Christ, but the fulfillment of their own personal desires.

-  They deceive the simple and immature with smooth and flattering speech.

C.
Their testimony (16:19a)
-  Paul states that they had a testimony of obedience to Christ.

-  Paul points out that he was glad for them.

D.
The encouragement (16:19b)
-  Paul wants them to be wise in what is good and simple or immature in what is evil.

E.
The future hope (16:20)
-  Paul proclaims that the God of peace will crush and defeat Satan shortly.

-  Paul bestows a blessing of grace from Jesus Christ upon his readers.

IV.
Additional Greetings (16:21-24)
A.
From fellow workers (16:21)
-  Paul sends greetings from his fellow workers.

B.
From his scribe (16:22)
- Tertius, who wrote the epistle for Paul, sent his greetings to the church at Rome.

C.
From others (16:23)
-  Paul sends greeting from various other believers who are with him.

D.
Another blessing (16:24)
-  Paul bestows a blessing of grace from Jesus Christ upon his readers.

V.
Doxology (16:25-27)
-  Paul gives glory to God and Jesus Christ for establishing them in truth for obedience to the faith.
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